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You only live once. Have confidence and go for your dream!!
MORISHITA Nobuaki
A survey conducted in Japan asked two specific questions: “Do you like English?” and “Do you think English
will be necessary in your future? The overwhelming result was that students don’t like English, but they
understand English is necessary for them, because English is a Lingua franca and a good tool for
communication.
So, how can English teachers motivate their students to like English?

Going abroad is one good way to motivate students to like English. Also, going abroad means not only
improving one’s English ability but also learning about cultural differences. That is to say, if we simply wish
to improve only our English skill, we can do so in Japan, but if we want to experience and learn about real
cultural differences, we must actually go to the place and feel them. This is a good motivation for the students
and the students who joined this seminar will have gained a lot of motivation.

I teach English to students, and I always have the following important question: How do we study
English? One of the good answers is as follows: A lot of people study English, but unfortunately not many can
master it. The major reason for this is that they put too much emphasis on learning the rules, and do not
practice using them. Learning a language is like learning how to play a game. Rules are important, but just
knowing them, cannot make you, say, a skilled tennis player. To be a skilled player, you have to practice many
times according to the rules. To master a language, you should read aloud sentences you studied many times,
memorize them, reproduce them and use them. As the saying goes, “Practice makes perfect.”

For two weeks, students who joined the Australian seminar could obtain unforgettable memories and
experiences and as a result, I surely think that they will foster their minds and become successful people in
the future.

Speaking on behalf of Ohtori high school, I believe that this seminar must continue for Ohtori high school
students and that there must be a bridge between Australia and Japan. They will never forget the support
of their parents, their friends and their buddies in Australia. I thank everyone who supported this seminar
from the bottom of my heart. You only live once. Have confidence and go for your dream! If you face difficulties

in the future, please remember your valuable two-week Australian memories!!
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Ohtori High School
-

Local School: sandgate District State High School ¥ Principal: Mr Andy Stergou
[Addres= 31 Braun Street Deagon (d 4017 [EL Tendher: Andrew Hobi
HOD of Langeunges Mirs Veronica Fullard = Tour Linson: Eeiko Robi
23 Jul [5un) 24 Jul (Mon) 25 Jul [Tue) 26 Jul [Wed) 27 Jul [Thu) 28 Jul [Fri)
By 835 Meet AFSP Tour Linison Mert AFSP Tour Linison Mert AFSF Tour Linison Mert AFSF Tour Lisison Mert AFSF Tour Lisison
Welcome,/Schood Tour by student
5.00am - 10.058m lemdiars library with offical Englizh Oass Rm MO2 in librany building | English Ciacs Fm MOZ in library building | English Oass R K02 in Librany building | English Class Rm MO2 in library building
sdminstration
10.0Sam-11 15am English Class R MOZ Englizh Oass R MO2 inlibrany building | English Oass R MOZ in librany bullding | English Oass Ren RMO2 in librany building | English Oass Rrm MOZ2 in librany building
11 15am-11 45am _——-im-ﬁ—gr- Worning Teo with Buddy Morning Teo with Buddy Msorming Teo with Buddy Msoming Teo with Budkdy
- Fu.ni:,m B = L B ¥ g I MM:;I:ttpﬁm:hm I mmmmhm FE RS S e e
1.45pm-255pm | Integration with Mrs lkeds Foom M2 ""_"::f:ﬂ“""“".“'“_‘:‘“"““ Mactokdrick Food Speci and gration with Mrs [keds Fm NO2 'mﬂ“‘“"""‘.‘"“_‘;‘"“"
TResturn o Hast Family Resturn o Hast Family Rieturn to Hast Family Return to Hast Family Rieturn to Hast Family
29/30 Jul {5t Sun] 31 Jul (Mon) 1 Aug(Tue) 2 Aug (Wed) 3 Aug [Thu)
By 8:35 Bzt AFSP Tour Limison et AFSP Tour Limison Bzt AFSP Tour Limison D parture:
9,00 am -10.05am | English Oixss Bm MO in library building English {hass Fom MOZ in library building
E 10.0San-1115am | English ixss Bm MO in library building Excursion Englizh Oass Rm MO in librany building
! BME Explorer - Museum,
; 41 1Csm-11 45am Morning Teo with Buddy southbank, Citycat & Train Morning Teo with Buddy
Integration go with buddy to their ctass experience
E i provided by SOSHS from Loading Zone —_—=—
1 ) [near Cederwood 5t)
12 S5pm-1 45pm Lunch with Buddy
Farewell lunch with buddy in Library and|
— e farwell spesches presents, certficates
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| went to Australia for a two-week language training.

At first, | was taking it easy without thinking anything in particular, but the moment | met my host family,
anxiety suddenly poured in. | wondered what kind of people they were. If | failed in communication, | thought
| wouldn't be able to breathe. But | was relieved that it was over.

It's great to be able to understand the language. It was two weeks that | couldn't help but feel that way. To
tell the truth, I didn't want to come back. If | had to say, | only have feelings for Japan because | missed
Japanese food. | still can't forget the days | spent in Australia. There is no noise full of greenery, and | still
want to go back to those days when | went to school in the morning while breathing the dry cold air of winter
and spend time surrounded by a lot of people. But | can't go back. If you close your eyes, what floats is the
night around the table with the host family and the floor where other cats are lying down. | can't thank the
host family enough for being good to us who didn't tell left from right. I'm sure it was a challenge that | was
able to overcome because | had that family. | sincerely hope that there will be eternal happiness in that family.
What | learned in Australia this time is diversity and individuality. There were a lot of people. Everyone
accepted everyone. It was a kind place. | was allowed to stay in such a good environment that | could only
think it was fun. | can't help feeling that my self-affirmation was rising when | was there. Perhaps if | hadn't
had this experience, | would have been rotten in my home country. When | think about it, | feel a bad sweat
on my spine.

It was a golden experience that could be called a jailbreak. | want to build my own tomb in Brisbane.
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| was able to learn many things during this training in Australia. | learned a lot about English skills
and cultural differences, as well as many other things.

One is that | live with the support of many people.

The Australians tried to understand me even though | couldn't speak English properly, and they
spoke slowly using simple English so that | could understand. At first, | was full of anxiety and was
always nervous. At times like that, my host family and school friends were really kind and treated
me well, and thanks to that, | was able to do my best.

| also realized the importance of taking on challenges myself. At the local school, | was always
nervous to speak up. However, | was able to take a step forward and make new friends. | felt that
even if you don't have confidence in yourself, you can grow further by taking on more and more
challenges, and that's how you can gain confidence.
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My two-week homestay in Australia has been my most valuable experience of the last 15 years.
My host family allowed me to experience so many different things that | couldn't do in Japan. On my
days off, | watched movies that were neither subtitled nor dubbed in Japanese and helped my host
father with his work.

Australia is a country with a lot of immigrants, my host mother was Thai, and my host father was
a New Zealander. But | thought it would be nice to have a world where people don't have to worry
about racial distinctions.

The school is also very different from Japan, and the classrooms are not fixed, so everyone got
along well beyond the grade, and | was able to communicate with various people. My English is
imperfect, and it must have been difficult to understand, but my buddy tried hard to help me
understand.
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